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she became the centre of much heated controversy in
Paris on account of the rivalry between her and the
popular French tragedienne, the great Rachel.
Champions of Rachel maintained that their idol
had received a " raw deal/' while those who took
the other side, merely contended that Mme Ristori
had stolen her thunder. Although the arguments
and partisanship continued for a long while, the two
actresses afterwards stated that their private relations
had always been excellent.
My father took me to see Adelaide Ristori when
I was a little girl, at the well-known Palazzo del
Grillo. I remember her as a charming old lady with
a handsome, oval face, huge black eyes, and white
hair parted in the centre. Her head and shoulders
were covered by a beautiful lace mantilla.
In private life she was the wife of the Marchese
Capranica del Grillo, and she held salons where the
most interesting and influential people were to be met.
The rule in Rome was absolutely against any
member of the aristocracy marrying an actress ; but
so great was the art of Adelaide Ristori, and exemplary
the conduct of her stage life, that Roman society
accepted her with open arms as one of themselves.
The Marchese del Grillo, the Duca di Sermoneta,
Duca Mario Grazioli and my father, formed a quartet
of very close friends. Whenever it was possible they
always liked to be together, and often spent their
holidays in each other's company. The four men
were ardent admirers of England, English life, and
had many British friends. They went to London
every year ; they bought all their clothes in London,
no matter how small the article of clothing might
have been.